
Vision, Mission and Values

Belvedere British School to provide an excellent teaching
and learning environment where students achieve more
due to the high standards expected from our educational

philosophy. Ultimately we aim to prepare students for life,
based on our values of Tolerance, Respect, and

Responsibility.
We provide a holistic education and inspire lifelong learning.

Our students are motivated to apply themselves so they
achieve their full potential in all aspects of school life. We
encourage high and realistic expectations, so our students
have aspirations that take them beyond school to their own

futures, in the UAE and internationally.

#advitamparamus
#preparationforlife

02-5090000
belvederebritishschool.ae
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Trust and Learning

Several years ago, I read about learning organisations and learning
communities. A learning organisation is made up of smaller learning communities
– like a school is made up of sections, year levels and classes. It was said that
trust is at the heart of these. If you don’t have trust in your
organisation/community then you don’t have a good foundation upon which to
build everything else you need.  

So, when I work in or visit schools, I look out for signs of trust. When we are
leaders – of schools, sections, classes, families or of children, we need to go
further and look for ways to raise the levels of trust between the people we are
caring for. Each of us is a leader – of others or of ourselves and so it is all our
responsibility.

How do you raise levels of trust? They say, 
‘to gain trust, you need to show trust’. 
Of course, we have to also meet the 
expectations we give ourselves and that 
others have of us – bridging the difference 
between these can be challenging – however 
with effective communication and 
collaboration we can do it.  

Why am I writing this? Well, the first reason is to have each of us reflect on what
part we play in raising levels of trust between those we are in contact with in the
school community.

The second is because I have seen some instances where some issues could have
been easily solved and some improvements easily made by our learners
communicating directly with their teachers, the Key Stage Leaders, the support
staff, the principals etc. Instead, I noticed that several young people have not
been confident to do that and have asked their parents to come and do it for
them. Of course, that’s fine– I like meeting with parents and working things out
with them, however, for me it raises the question of:
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‘Why didn’t they ask or talk to their teacher?’

Are they afraid to ask? Are the teachers not listening to them? Are the learners
not confident enough? Do they perhaps think that adults won’t take them
seriously? Are teachers too busy to listen?  

I am not saying that any of these are the reason, but it is something we have to
reflect on. Teachers and learners should have good relationships and be
partners in not only learning but in growing and improving. Let’s reflect on that.

The third point is whether parents trust the school. A few messages have come
across my desk where a parent is asking us to consider a change but have then
added that they will speak to ADEK if we don’t respond. We are a school with a
great team of people whose roles are designed to listen to the concerns of
parents and of students and staff. I apologise to any of you who have, in
previous schools or previous years had an experience of not being listened to as
parents or students or staff but I hope, from now on, you will be heard and that
you can trust us to respond, solve, resolve or take care of any concerns,
suggestions or questions you have.

The next two attributes of a learning organisation are effective communication
and collaboration. When we have these as our aims and trust as your base, we
can go far as a community together.

This week I would like to thank all parents who have supported us through their
positivity and their constructive feedback, questions and concerns – it all helps
either to resolve misunderstandings or to make improvements.

I would also like to thank all staff for doing their best in balancing their roles,
sharing their insights and concerns and for all their energy and drive.

Mr. Robert Thorn
School Principal
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****Get Involved**** 
The Student Council in Key Stage 2 is a special group where students work together to make their school a better
place. 

Members of the council are chosen by their classmates and teachers. They take on important roles, like sharing
ideas and helping to solve problems. They might organise fun events, suggest new rules, or help with school
projects.

Being part of the Student Council helps students learn about leadership, teamwork, and how to make a positive
difference in their school community.

If you would like to get involved fill out the form on your Google classroom and return it to Mr. Jason
hop@belvederebritishschool.com or Ms. Clair - c.godley@belvederebritishschool.com alternatively please print off
the form and fill it out. 
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Get Skilled Through Art

Students across all year groups have been exploring their
creativity in the art department, with projects ranging from

mastering perspective to expressive painting techniques, fostering
both imagination and skill development.

A R T  D E P A R T M E N TA R T  D E P A R T M E N T
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KS3 Celebrates International Literacy Day and Clubs!

Last Friday, KS3 embarked on an exciting journey into the world of words as we celebrated International
Literacy Day! Our students immersed themselves in captivating stories, played word games, and explored
new books that sparked their imaginations and broadened their horizons.

But the excitement didn’t stop there! Following the literary fun, our school clubs kicked off with great
enthusiasm. From solving challenges in the Puzzle Club, showcasing creativity in the Origami Club,
sharpening strategies in the Chess Club, to enjoying friendly competition in the Board Games Club, there
was something for everyone! We witnessed creative minds at work, new friendships blossoming, and plenty
of laughs shared.

A huge thank you to everyone who participated—let’s keep this energy going as we continue our adventures
in learning and creativity!
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🏎Big Congrats to Ms. Nash, the Belvedere Blazes, and the Asphalt Dusters!

We are thrilled to celebrate the amazing achievements of our two outstanding teams—the Belvedere Blazes and the
Asphalt Dusters—at the Formula Ethara National Championships! With the dedicated mentorship of Ms. Nash as team
coordinator, both teams raced their way to phenomenal success.

A huge round of applause to the Belvedere Blazes, who roared into an impressive 4th place overall, competing against
48 teams for the top spot! 🏆 And let's not forget the Asphalt Dusters, who sped their way into the top 10, securing a
fantastic 10th place finish!

Well done to both teams and to Ms. Nash for their hard work, dedication, and incredible performances! We can’t wait
to see where your creativity and teamwork take you next!



SECONDARY DEPARTMENTSECONDARY DEPARTMENT

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE
SECONDARY DEPARTMENT16 September 2024 EDITION  - 2403

Year 7 Students Explore the Microscopic World!

This week, our Year 7 students had the exciting opportunity to participate in a microscopy practical, diving into the
fascinating world of cells. Under the guidance of their science teacher, students carefully mounted a thin layer of
onion cells onto glass slides and observed them under the microscope.

Through this hands-on activity, students were able to view the detailed structure of the cells, including the cell
wall, cytoplasm, and nucleus. It was a wonderful learning experience that brought their biology lessons to life,
sparking curiosity and engagement with the microscopic world.

Well done to all our budding scientists for their focus and enthusiasm during this practical!
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Dear Parents,
Please be aware that we will be monitoring the students bag weight on a bi-weekly basis to
ensure that their bag doesn’t exceed the weight limit to avoid adverse effects on their
spine and body.

In adherence to Health and Safety ADEK Policy. A student’s school bag shall not exceed 5-
10% of a child’s body weight when packed (considering individual factors such as the
student’s overall health, physical strength, and any existing health conditions) as per
Table 1. Maximum Backpack Weight Limit per Grade.
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COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SCREENING

Introduction

Screening children at a young age helps detect growth and developmental failures
against well-known milestones. Children up to four years old are seen at different clinics
as per DOH Standard Well Child visits (0-6 years). However, once the children join
schools, parents may not find it easy to follow the required guidelines. Therefore we offer
a possible solution here.
Our school clinic offers such screening for you if you would like us to do it.

Objectives

Identify students who have or are at risk of developing physical or mental health
problems such as autism, ADHD and other mental issues
Confirm and update the medical history profile of students after screening  
Alert parents/guardians to address their children’s health risks
Refer children to specialized professionals for follow-up providing preference to the
nearest AHS health centre
Support school nurses in identifying the individualized quality health care plan to
students
 
Time and process of screening

All consent forms shall be distributed to students prior to the screening date and
provided to Maqtaa Health Care Centre with approval from parents Support referral of
students with positive screening results for further investigations and follow-up
 
Payment

As per the standard; eligibility for reimbursement under the Health Insurance scheme is
as follows:
- For UAE Nationals, payment is covered under Thiqa scheme Preventative Care;
- For Non-Thiqa insurance card it is 200 Dhs
 
The Well-Child visits for ages 3, 4 and 5( kg 1 and kg2) shall cover: 

Head-to-toe physical examination and review of medical history
Calculation of Body mass index
Visual Acuity test
Hearing test
Complete blood count/Anemia screening

Payment

Free of charge for Thiqa and Non-Thiqa (Children should be below 6 years at the time of
screening)
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Clinic Reminder!
Directives for conducting School Screenings for Private and Charter
school students in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi

As part of the continuous efforts of the Abu Dhabi Public Health Centre to
provide the highest levels of health care and maintain the health of
community members, especially the health of school students, we would like
to recall and emphasize the procedures that must be followed to implement
the school screening program for school students in Private and Charter
schools in Abu Dhabi.

** We will also be hosting a Parents’ awareness session:

Attendees: Student’s Parents

Date: 
           - 19 September 2024 (1 st session)
           - 30 January 2025 (2nd refresh session)

Timing: 10:00 am – 11:00 am

Link: 

Language: English and Arabic

Invitation and Agenda: 

** We encourage you to check the brochure of the Comprehensive Screening
2024-2025:
     (You can also see it in the next page)

** The screenings will be free for Thiqa holders. For students/parents who are
non-Thiqa holders, SEHA has a special offer priced at AED 200.

Join the meeting now

Click here

Click here

https://teams.microsoft.com/v2/?meetingjoin=true#/l/meetup-join/19:meeting_ZTBkY2Y3NDUtYjllOS00NDg3LWE0NjAtN2Y3YmQxNTQ1OTc3@thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2292e3f433-65c8-460d-9a27-e252a02d1b4f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b4a0df62-b3dc-4ad3-b516-72df8d68e416%22%7d&anon=true&deeplinkId=1683f2ab-b9bb-4341-87ec-57ddb90a81b1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=D&q=https://www.doh.gov.ae/en/~/media/docs/Screening/Invitation-Agenda-for-Parents&ust=1726310220000000&usg=AOvVaw1z3BGsYLoC93iV76FFdrzi&hl=en&source=gmail
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:AP:499d2c8f-108c-437c-90ac-22f65778aa85?viewer%21megaVerb=group-discover
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