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What amazing National Day celebrations we enjoyed last Thursday! The
performances were outstanding and all the snacks and drinks were

thoroughly enjoyed by all participants. Thank you so much to Ms Wejdan;
Ms Nairoz and their teams; Ops; all performers; our Parents Association;
BBs families; Mr Al Ansari for an inspiring speech and absolutely everyone

involved. Staff and students alike created some fabulous pavilions and
entertained us royally.

Dear BBS families,
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As accredited members of the BSME - British Schools of the Middle East
we are afforded wonderful opportunities to enhance the learning here in

school, one of which was enjoyed by our young scientists recently.
 

Many many congratulations to our marvelous students on their
participation within Education Perfect's Primary Science competition

recently.
 

The very first Primary competition had over 440K questions answered by
over 1700 students; we were so excited about the enthusiasm and level of

engagement. In fact, Belvedere British School placed inside the top 4
schools across the Middle East with over 25,000 points. So good!

 
And this would not have happened without the diligent support of our

amazing teachers Ms. Amanda (Head of Primary Science) & Ms Natalie
(Head of Secondary Science)

 
Very very well done to all!

 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER OF THE PRINCIPAL

29 NOVEMBER 2021, EDITION - 13

JACQUELINE BROOKS SMITH
Principal | Belvedere British School

p: 02-509-0000
e:  bbsprincipal@belvederebritishschool.com

Education Perfect's Primary Science Competition
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Laura has been working in Belvedere British school since January 2013. Laura
studied at Liverpool John Moores University and began working in a nursery
shortly after, where she gained most of her experience and a passion for

teaching young learners. 
Laura is the key stage leader in FS2 and has enjoyed taking on the

responsibility of developing the FS2 department and ensuring the children
progress nicely throughout the year. Since joining Belvedere British School

she has watched the school grow from strength to strength. 
In Laura’s spare time she enjoys participating in sporting activities including
Spartan races around different parts of the world as well as participating in

Functional Fitness competitions. 
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FS2 Teacher - Leader | Belvedere British School
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Jay La Roche has been teaching Science for over 10 years across a broad

range of educational establishments, from working in a specialist school for
children with hearing impairment to working with adult learners. 

He studied Marine Biology at The University of Liverpool and from there
began working in a laboratory for a UK Government agency with a later

focus on the training and coaching of new staff. As the role developed an
opportunity arose to further these skills and to move into teaching. 

Jay moved to the UAE in 2017, a decision that he had been contemplating for
many years, after waiting for the right time to make the move.

He is a keen globetrotter and he looks forward to exploring more of the
region in his travels in the years to come.

Jay is also our Exams Officer and University & Careers Guidance Counsellor
(UCGC) 
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JAY LA ROCHE
Examinations Officer-UCGC-Biology Teacher | Belvedere British School
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Ms. Tammy comes from Cape Town, South Africa. She studied her
Bachelors of Education with Honours at Stellenbosch University. 

She then spent three years teaching in South Africa before coming to Abu
Dhabi in 2014. 

She spent the next few years travelling around the world, learning about
different cultures and languages. 

 
Her favourite cities to visit are: Kyoto, New York, Barcelona and Rome. 

 
In November 2020, she joined Belvedere British School as a Year 3 Class

Teacher. Today, she is a Year 2 Teacher. She cannot wait for the world to
open up and be safe enough to get back to travelling!
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Mr. Liam is the Form teacher for 3A. He teaches Mathematics for year 3,

Topic to both year 4 and 5 and Science to year 5A. 
 

From Galway, Ireland, Liam studied in the UK at Canterbury Christ Church
University where he earned a degree in PE and sport science.

There, he also completed his Post Graduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)
in primary education. 

 
Mr. Liam has experience working in a range of educational backgrounds
including independent private schools, state schools and international

summer camps.  
This is Mr. Liam’s first year in the UAE.  

Mr. Liam is a keen sports player and has played football to a semi-
professional standard. He is involved in the football and ball games after

school clubs and really enjoys staying active.  
 

Mr. Liam is excited to be here at Belvedere British school and is looking
forward to a great year!
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Year 3A Form Teacher | Belvedere British School
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Ms Anja is the Student Support Services Coordinator at Belvedere British

School and she is delighted to be a part of the BBS team.
 

Originally from Slovenia, she moved to Scotland to study Psychology at one
of the world’s top 100 Psychology departments - at the University of

Aberdeen. 
 

Her previous experience as a substitute teacher alongside the experience in
Scotland, where she had the role similar to a Social Worker, Ms Anja

discovered that supporting children, helping them flourish and be the best
version of themselves is what she is passionate about. 

 
When life brought her to the UAE in 2021, she took this opportunity to

pursue this passion and happily joined the BBS Family. 
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Belvedere British School is delighted to introduce Ms Maryanne as our Year

1A class teacher. 
 

Ms.Maryanne is from Cork, Ireland and graduated with first-class honours in
Early Childhood Education from Munster University.

 
She has also just completed a Post Grad in International Education with the

University of Nottingham.
 

Moreover, Ms Maryanne has several years’ experience teaching young
children here in Abu Dhabi.

 
She is passionate and endeavors to ensure a safe, comfortable, and secure

environment in which all her students can reach their full potential. 
 

In her free time, she is a renowned book worm and loves to share her passion
for literature with her young students.
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Miss Melissa is the current Year 2A class teacher. This is her fourth year

teaching in the UAE and her second year in Belvedere
 

Miss Melissa comes from Ireland where she obtained her Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of Galway, Ireland. 

 
Since leaving university she has also completed a Certificate of Education
from Abu Dhabi University and a Postgraduate Diploma in Education from

the University of Nottingham.
 

She loves to travel and thoroughly enjoys living and working abroad which
was sparked by her two summers working in the United States while

attending university. She is extremely happy that restrictions are slowly
lifting so that she is able to travel again during the school breaks.

 
In her spare time, Miss Melissa enjoys cooking, watching movies, and being

on the beach or at the pool. 
 

Miss Melissa is delighted to be spending another year at BBS this year.
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