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EVENTS NOTICES
 
MAY
5th - 16th  - Continued assessment. 
 
6th - Ramadan begins (subject to 
sighting of the moon).
 
14th - BBS Iftar  Please join us from 
6:30pm. Athan Al Maghreb will start 
at 6:56 pm (subject to change).
____________________________________
 
RAMADAN
Ramadan school hours will be 
reduced. Our Ramadan hours will 
be  8:30 until 1:30 daily. As the 
reduction of hours is also 
 mandatory for staff, we kindly 
request your promptness when 
collecting your children.
 
 
 
 
 
  

UNIFORM
Please ensure you send your child
to school wearing the correct
uniform. 
 
CCPs 
There will be no CCPs during the
continuous assessment period. 
There will be no CCPs during
Ramadan. 
 
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY
It is important that your child
attends school daily and is present
by 7:25am. (8:30 during
Ramadan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
"Ramadan Kareem 

to all our BBS families" 
 
  ― BBS SLT



Dear Parents,
 
I hope that this newsletter finds you all in good health and spirit.  In preparation for the
start of the Holy month of Ramadan, I would like to confirm details of the school
calendar for the period of Monday 6th May - Monday 3rd June 2019.
 
Belvedere British School will remain open for the whole Ramadan period and our
students are obliged to attend classes throughout this time; Ramadan should not be
used as a time to take a holiday from school.  Although the school day will be shorter
than usual, our academic timetable will be operable as normal, with the exception of
practical PE classes.  Planned lessons will continue as usual, to cover the curricula
and this will be maintained until the end of the academic year. 
 
Provision will be made to accommodate non fasting students during break times, but
food and drinks will not be available on the school site.  If your child is not fasting,
please send them to school with food and water, as there are no catering facilities
open and the children will not be able to buy anything from the cafeteria.  Water
coolers will remain in place in school for children to use if required.  Please help us to
show appropriate respect as a community to the traditions of Ramadan during this
time and kindly remember to refrain from eating and drinking in public, including the
school site.
 
We politely request that parents try and make sure that children are getting adequate
amounts of sleep; lack of sleep is detrimental to learning.  Please keep to the new
Ramadan timings and avoid students coming in late to school.  Morning assemblies
will not be held at this time, with tutor registration time starting promptly at 08:30 each
day.  School lessons finish each day at 13:30, with our bus services continuing along
adjusted timings for both collection and drop off.
 
If, like me and my family, you are new to the UAE and this is your first experience of
 Ramadan, or you would like to know more about it, please watch this video that Mrs.
Wejdan has recommended: Introduction to Ramadan 
 
Many thanks for your continued support of Belvedere British School,
 
Ramadan Kareem,
Ciarán Cunningham-Watson
Principal
Belvedere British School



Ramadan Kareem
 
It continues to be a brilliant term for our Secondary students. Our students have
worked really hard with their studies and have been very conscientious during their
studies. During this term term we had to say goodbye and good luck to our wonderful
Year 11 and Year 13 students who will be sitting their IGCSE and IAL examinations,
we wish them every success. 
 
During May and through the Holy Month of Ramadan, we will need to stay focussed
on maintaining the excellent work ethic shown by the majority of our students and to
continually raise expectations and standards of achievement. Please note all lessons
will be continuing as normal so all subjects and the curriculum will continue. Students
are expected to attend school until the last day of term. The PE sessions will be
tailored for more sedate activity. The break times are shorter to ensure students are
not outside for long periods of time. To maintain and improve targets, our students
need to remain vigilant regarding their punctuality and attendance and also their
uniform requirements coupled with being prepared for studying in school. If we can as
a school raise these standards then every student will succeed and attain the grades
they deserve and meet their goals. 
 
I wish all students parents and teachers Ramadan Kareem and I look forward to
throughout Ramadan. 
 
 
Tony McSheffrey
Vice Principal/Head of Secondary



Dear Parents, 
 
What a fantastic start to Term 3. This is the final term of the school year so it is
imperative that your children attend daily. 
 
Last week we celebrated UAE book day by having a week filled with literacy
activities. Thank you to everyone who went to such great lengths to make the
week a success, parents, staff and students. I would like to personally thank Ms
Shama and Ms Ashley for coordinating the whole thing. We have Liam Kelly, a
very popular author coming in after the Eid holidays to give the results for our
writing competition. The competition has allowed students to be creative with their
writing whilst developing their own style. It is such a tough competition, I am so
pleased I’m not the judge. 
 
I would like to wish you and your families a ‘Ramadan Kareem’. This is such a
special time for most of our families here at BBS so we have arranged once again
to host an iftar at the school on the 14th May. Please join us. 
Have a wonderful weekend and a blessed Ramadan for those who are
celebrating. 
 
Kind regards, 
Leanne Woodward 
Head of Primary



Dear Parents,
 
I hope you all had a very wonderful spring break and it was good to see our
students coming back to school  after the break. 16 students from primary and 2
students from secondary had 100% attendance in term 2. Well done students. It’s
important that all students attend school on time everyday in proper school uniform.
Kingfishers won the most house point during the first week after the spring break! It
was brilliant as it was the first win for Kingfishers. 
 
With Ramadan starting, we expect all students to show more patience and
politeness and respect towards everyone. I wish you all a very blessed Month of
Ramadan!
 
 
Anam Zulfiqar
Pastoral



Dear Parents,
 
Mid-Term Assessments
Here at Belvedere British School Mid-Term assessments are performed during
teaching weeks 5 and 6 of term 3 and they consist of a continuous daily practice,
which has a mainly informative nature. It aims at identifying the assessment of the
progress of each pupil towards the fulfillment of certain educational goals, but also
at deciding whether to modify the planning and teaching method, in order to help
pupils achieve the desired goals.
 
End of Year Assessments
End of Term Assessments are scheduled to take place during the final 2 weeks of
Term 3 and the assessment are used to summarise and offer feedback, in order to
assess and compare the level of pupil achievement compared to specified and
anticipated pedagogical and educational goals.  The Final Assessment is performed
after the completion of a topic or module. The aim is to systematically assess the
result of the teaching procedure and pupils' efforts.
 
Assessment techniques are directly correlated with the particular characteristics,
the aims and content of each subject.  They aim at exploring the pupils’ cognitive
achievements, whilst emphasising their ability to acquire, manage and apply
knowledge in various ways.  In addition, they highlight the communicative skills and
learning profile of each pupil.  
 
Student Progression
Tracking sheets are used by all staff at Belvedere British School to monitor
Progression for each student in each individual subject.
Tracking sheets are used as a method of planning and assessing, which will allow
all of our students to make rapid and sustained progress through a focus on their
strengths and their next steps in each subject.
Tracking sheets are designed to show students their areas of strength and what
they need to do to make progress in each of their subjects.  It also ensures that all
students are aware of what excellence looks like in each aspect of their work.
 
Paul Davies
Director of Studies


