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    BELVEDERE NEWSLETTER 
27 September 2018 – Edition (184) 

News and Events 

Diary Dates 

 
Week 4 Autumn 

 
1st 

Parent Coffee Morning 
30 Sept 2018 @08:00 

 
2nd Engage Training 
Session for Parents 

03 Oct 2018 
16:00-17:00 

(See page 26) 
 

Student Council Elections 
4 Oct 2018 

 
BBS Teacher's Day 

4 Oct 2018 
 

IGCSE Options Event 
for Students  
7 Oct 2018 

13:20 
 

IGCSE Options Event 
for Parents  
9 Oct 2018 

17:00-18:30 
 

Term 1  
Continuous Assessment 

7-18 Oct 2018 
 

Term 1 
Midterm Break 
21-23 Oct 2018 

 
2nd 

Parent Coffee Morning 
28 Oct 2018 @08:00 

 
1st Parents' Evening 

29 Oct 2018 
@16:00-18:00 

 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that this newsletter finds you and your families well.  Things continue to be busy here 
at school and I am sure your own family time is full of activities too.  It is great to see our chil-
dren putting so much time and effort into their studies and activities, but I do also trust that 
they get the balance right and get enough sleep each night.   

We have been finishing off our Benchmark testing sessions this week, with presentations to 
parents on them on Wednesday afternoon; thank you to all parents who took the time to 
attend.  Thank you also for coming to our Arabic and Islamic Meet the Teachers event. As 
always, your attendance is as encouraging as it is appreciated. We look forward to welcoming 
fathers and mothers to our first Parents’ Coffee Morning of the year, starting at 08:00 on 
Sunday 30th October.  Please come early to get a drink and snack before we discuss some 
whole school issues and initiatives. 

As I hope you are now aware, we have a weekly school focus here at BBS.  Themes are intro-
duced in our morning assemblies and are explored further with class teachers and form tu-
tors. The areas of our focus will rotate on our school core values of Respect, Integrity, Care & 
Kindness, Honesty, Tolerance, Empathy and Resilience.  We will also include focus time de-
voted to Intellectual Curiosity, Charity & Service, Effort and Love. 

This week we have focused on Honesty.  I would like to be very honest with you and say that 
although we do appreciate communications from parents, it can sometimes feel as through 
we receive more criticisms than messages of thanks or appreciation.  Without being too phil-
osophical, it could be said to be true for all of us, teachers, parents and in all types of work 
and areas of our personal and professional lives. 

I am not asking parents not to complain, but rather to pro-
vide constructive criticism whenever possible - it would 
help us all enormously if parents offered some suggestions 
on how to solve or improve things that need attention.  We 
are trying to be a more positively focused school, by giving 
more recognition, rewards and opportunities for all of our 
students. Please help us by sending us examples of things 
that your children have done, so that we can celebrate 
them at school.  Your teachers will be happy to receive 
through Engage, email or from Reception. 

http://davidkeen.blogspot.com/2014/01/the-complaints-queue.html  

Many thanks for your continued support, 

 
Ciarán Cunningham-Watson 
Principal 
Belvedere British School 
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 Letter from the Vice Principal/ 
Head of Secondary 

Secondary Newsletter 

A whole month has already gone by, where has the time gone? Our students are really getting involved in their studies 
and showing real determination and progress. I hope they can maintain this momentum for the rest of this term. Stu-
dents are openly stating their enjoyment and excitement at being part of the Belvedere British School family and I 
want this to continue and grow. 

Start of the school day 

Thank you to those parents ensure their child is at school on time every day. The whole school assembly is an im-
portant part of our school day. The singing of the National Anthem in front of the nation’s flag and the daily reading 
from the Quran are important to underpin the values we would like our children to aspire to. It is for this reason that 
we want them to be treated with dignity and respect. Latecomers are missing out on our Belvedere British School 
community assembly. Please will all parents make sure their child is at school at no later than 7.30am so they can get 
registered and then attend school assembly. Your continued support as always is very much appreciated. 

Parental Communication: 

It is very important that the school is able to communicate quickly with parents and keep parents informed of any as-
pect of the school either via our Engage system, telephone or message service.  I would be very grateful if parents 
who have not yet furnished us with any changes to their contact details could contact the school and remedy this. 

Cross Curricular Programme: 

It was fantastic to see so many smiling faces at the after school clubs this week. Our school is not just about learning 
through the academic experiences provided during our lessons. We are also keen to promote creativity, social skills 
and confidence building. There are a diverse range of opportunities to do this at 3pm each Sunday, Monday and Tues-
day, including Music, Football, Quiz Club, Art, Netball, Languages, Cookery, Singing and Debating. These CCPs continue 
throughout the academic year but change around each half term. A big thank you to all our staff who work so hard to 
provide these enjoyable CoCurricular activities. 

Uniform: 

One final note regarding uniforms. Thank you so much to those parents who have actively responded to our request 
for improving the students uniform status. Our students are looking amazing and they also feel part of the Belvedere 
British School community. As you are aware school uniform is a vital part of school culture and tradition; it unites and 
connects students with a common vision and appearance. At BBS we strive to maintain the highest standards across 
all aspects of school life including uniform. Can parents please ensure that their child has the correct uniform every 
day which will include black leather shoes and white trainers/sneakers for PE. 

 

Kind regards, 
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Letter from the Head of Primary 
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Letter from the Head of Primary 
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Letter from the Director of Studies 

Dear Parents,  
 
I would like to introduce myself as the school’s Director of Studies. Each week we will update you on the latest  British Cur-
riculum developments. The British National Curriculum is a set of subjects and standards used by Primary and Secondary 
schools to ensure students learn the same information. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards students 
should reach in each subject. We start with a basic overview of how the curriculum is created and how we design the BBS 
timetables. 

Key stages The National Curriculum is organised into Key Stages (KS). At the end of each key stage, teachers formally as-
sess each child’s performance. 

 Key Stage 1 – Years 1 and 2 
 

 Key Stage 2 – Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
 

 Key Stage 3 – Years 7, 8 and 9 
 

 Key Stage 4 – Years 10 and 11 
 

 Key Stage 5 – Years 12 and 13 

During Key Stages 1, 2 and 3, all students are taught the same ten compulsory subjects at varying difficulty levels. The rea-
son for this is to allow students to develop their knowledge each year they are engaged in education. 

  

During Key Stage 4 the amount of compulsory subjects are reduced by 50% and the school provides an Options Programme 
of subjects for students to choose to studying in KS4. Options include: The Arts, Design & Technology, The Humanities and 
Modern Foreign Languages.  These curriculum changes occur to encourage students to start thinking about their future 
careers and allow them to plan for their future. 

  

Key Stage 5/Sixth Form is a term used to describe the two years of education for students aged 16-18, within the National 
Curriculum.  Key Stage 5 is also the stage of education where students follow more intense and challenging courses in very 
specific subjects. This stage is the last stage of Secondary education for members of Sixth Form. 

When students successfully complete their A levels they will be able to apply for university. 

Yours Sincerely,  

Paul Davies 
Director of Studies  

English Mathematics Science History Geography 

Art and Design Music 
Physical Education (PE) 

Computing Modern Foreign Languages 

English Mathematics Science 
Computing Physical Education (PE) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Curriculum_(England,_Wales_and_Northern_Ireland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
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Pastoral Message 

 

Dear Parents, 

Just a reminder that the Student Council 
Elections will be held on Thursday, 4th 
October 2018. 
 
We will also introduce House groups and points system very soon.  
 
 
If you have any queries regarding Pastoral 
Program, please do not hesitate to contact 
me in school.  
 
Have a nice weekend!  
 
 
 
Mrs Anam Zulfiqar 
Assistant Principal Pastoral 
pastoral@belvederebritishschool.com 
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Attendance Letter 
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News from Primary Department 
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News from Year 3 

Miss Rosie Moore 
Year 3 Teacher 

Year 3 have been busy sorting all kinds of books ahead of their information texts topic. 
Working together, they managed to sort out lots of books in different categories. Here, 

they are hard at work sorting non fiction and fiction books.   
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News from Year 3B 

Miss Rosie Moore 
Year 3 Teacher 

During our moral education lesson we have discussing how we reuse materials 
around our house and care for our environment. 3b were set to the task of 

making something out of recycled materials. Portia decided to make her own 
robot, and what a fabulous robot it is! Good job Portia.   
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News from French Class 

Mr Simon Lock 
French Teacher 

Year 8 boys put in some last minute practice talking to each other in 
French. The Belvedere French League kicks off next week.    
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News from English Department 

Ms Zoe Cunningham-Watson 
English Teacher 
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News from Geography Class 

Year 8 students completing a treasure hunt! They were investigating 
the advantages and disadvantages of non renewable energy. 

 
Note to all Ks3 and ks4 Geography students: Please remember to join 

Google Classroom!   

Miss Aoife Flynn 
Geography Teacher 
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News from Geography Class 

Miss Aoife Flynn 
Geography Teacher 
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Reminder from Geography Class 

Miss Aoife Flynn 
Geography Teacher 

A reminder to all Geography and Global Citizenship students to 
sign up to Google classroom ( this is replacing Edmodo).  

All PowerPoint, Lessons, Worksheets, Videos will be posted on 
your Google Classroom page.  
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News from Science Department 

Year 7 girls prepared Onion cell slides and they examined it 
through microscope. They placed the slide under microscope 

and observed the main parts of the onion cell.  

Ms Remya Praveen 
Science Teacher 
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News from Science Department 

The Year 12 Physics class were determining 
the acceleration of a freely-falling object.  

Mr Pádraig Guiney 
Science Teacher 
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Public Speaking and Debate Clubs 

Ms Zoe Cunningham-Watson 
English Teacher 

Our co-curricular clubs are now in full swing and Years 8-10 really enjoyed 
their Public Speaking and Debating.  This week they had to choose some-

thing to abolish forever and the topics ranged from banning outside 
sport to equality for all.  We are already looking forward to next week! 
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News from Arabic Department 
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News from Arabic Department 
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Dear Parents,  

 Within Belvedere British School we have a strong history, vision and ethos for our 
students which encourages strong minds, independence, academic rigor and communi-
ty spirit. With that we also want our students to feel part of the BBS family. The way 
this is shown is through engaging ion school life, meeting our expectations and striving 
to accomplish their goals. Meeting our expectations encompasses wearing the correct 
school uniform which publically displays the students’ acknowledgment and respect for 
Belvedere British School values and traditions. 

 Attached is a breakdown of our school uniform requirements. Can you please 
take some time to view the attachment and provide your child with the correct uniform 
by Sunday 9th September, as this is a vital component of your Childs school life. We will 
be monitoring uniform infringements closely as with all aspects of your child academic 
life. If there are continuous uniform infringements we will impose our uniform sanc-
tions as stated in our Uniform Policy. 

 If you have any questions please contact me. 

 

Kind regards 
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Dear Parents, 
 
I hope by now you have all received your Engage login 
details for Belvedere's exciting new school management 
system that will bring Parents and Staff closer together 
in monitoring all student needs.  
 
If you would like to receive training on this exciting new 
system, 2nd training session will be held on  

Wednesday 3rd October at: 
 16:00-17:00 
 
We would hope you are available to attend the session above to learn about this amazing 
new system which will help develop and support your child. 

In the meantime if you have any questions or you are experiencing difficulties please contact 
The Engage Team(engage@belvederebritishschool.com) for further information and assis-
tance. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Paul Davies 
Director of Studies  
 
 

mailto:p.f.davies@belvedevrebritishschool.com
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As announced, please be reminded that there will 

be a Parents Coffee Morning on Sunday, 30th 

September- 8am in the Main Hall 

 

All BBS Parents (FS2-Year 13) are welcome to attend! 
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Canteen Newsletter 

 We would like to inform you that School 

Canteen will be available starting Sunday, 
30th September 2018. Vouchers are available 

at the Accounting Office (Miss Sageda). 
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Dear Parents, 

We sent a MEDICAL INFOR-
MATION FORM (inside the bag of 
your child/ren) for you to fill up 
and return to us so we can update 
your child/ren medical infor-
mation. We already received some 
forms but still waiting for the others to return their forms. Hence, 
this a gentle reminder to please fill up the Medical Information 
Form and submit it to the clinic as soon as possible.  

Your cooperation is highly appreciated. Thank you ! 

Best Regards,  
Arlene Manluyang Calamba.,HAAD-RN/SN  
HAAD Lic. GN16718  
Nurse  
Belvedere British School  


