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    BELVEDERE NEWSLETTER 
10 January 2019 – Edition (196) 

News and Events 

Diary Dates 

 

Week 1 Winter 

 

Term 2 Starts 

06 Jan 2019 

 

BBS Open Day 

17th Jan 2019 

Starts @10am 

 

Year 10 & Year 11  

Emirates Auto Museum Trip 

20 Jan 2019 

 

Year 10 Saadiyat Beach Trip 

21 Jan 2019 

 

4th 

Parents’ Coffee Morning 

27 Jan 2019 @08:00 

 

3rd BBS Bake Off 

27 Jan 2019 

 

Year 5  

Eastern Mangroves Kayak Tour 

27 Jan 2019 

 

Year 3 & Year 4 

Eastern Mangroves Kayak Tour 

27-29 Jan 2019 

 

BBS International Day 

31 Jan 2019 

 

Continuous Assessment 

3-13 February 2019 

 

Half Term Break  

Students and Staff 

14-17 February 2019 

 

5th 

Parents’ Coffee Morning 

24th February 2019 @08:00 

 

Controlled Assessment 

17-28 March 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Happy Thursday to you all.  I hope that you and your families are well and 
ready for the start of our winter holiday period. 

The Romans had a god named Janus, the god of two faces.  The two faces of 
Janus symbolised the past and the future.  Janus was so important in Roman 
times that most households and public buildings would have had an image of 
Janus in the doorway.  This was to remind those people entering and leaving 
each building of their past and their future. 

As a teacher of History and Politics, I regularly taught about the importance 
of the past; however, it is also important to understand that one of the key 
reasons for learning about the past is to be better prepared and equipped for 
the future.  We, like the Romans of antiquity, can sometimes get too caught 
up in thinking about the past, or planning for the future, missing out on tak-
ing full advantage of our present experiences. 

“The past is history, the future is a mystery, but today is a gift; that is why we 
call it the present.”  

         Lisa Unger 

2018 was the Year of Zayed.  H.H. Sheikh Zayed left us with his legacy, provid-
ing us with opportunities to make the most of.  We take that legacy with us as 
we enter into both a new year and theme - the 2019 Year of Toler-
ance.  Actions rather than just words, used to show kindness and generosity 
to each other and work on building up our own legacy to pass on to our chil-
dren. 

I will leave that with you as a parting thought, so maybe as a family you can 
talk over your individual and shared principles on current topical issues over 
the weekend.  I wish you all the very best for 2019. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

 

Ciarán Cunningham-Watson 
Principal 
Belvedere British School 
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Letter from School Principal 

 

We strive to provide our students with the highest quality of education and of care, however, we can only ac-
complish this effectively with the continued support of families. We are grateful to receive suggestions from 
families to help us make improvements and feedback in order to address any serious concerns that may arise. 
 
We would like to make the process as easy as possible for a complainant to submit their complaint to us and 
we accept that the process should be simple, impartial, timely, honest and reasonably flexible. We appreciate 
all assistance we receive from you in this way, knowing that we wish to make Belvedere British School a mem-
orable learning environment for your child, and can only do that when any existing problems are brought to 
our attention. We will do all that we can to ensure that complaints are dealt with seriously and respectfully by 
all members of our staff, and we hope that all others will respect this vital procedure equally. 
 
We will record the progress of each complaint from the moment it is brought to our attention, including de-
tails of all actions taken in response to achieve a resolution and the outcomes of those actions. The BBS Ad-
ministration staff will hold these records and parents can be assured that all concerns and complaints will be 
treated seriously and confidentially. 

 All parents are members of the BBS Community and have the right to make a comment or complaint    
 about any services, activities, experiences or the way that they are treated. 

 Staff at school and in other services must listen to parental complaints and let them know the outcome. 

 If any parents have a complaint about any aspect of the school, they should raise it to the attention at 
 the School Reception, so that it is appropriately lodged as a complaint; it would help if they tried to 
 provide a solution too. 

 The Administration Staff will log the complaint and pass it on to the most appropriate person to deal 
 with it in the first instance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The full BBS Complaints Policy, along with all BBS policies, will be made available on Engage very soon.  
 
Ciarán Cunningham-Watson 
Principal 
Belvedere British School 

1. Primary Class Teacher/Secondary Form Teacher  

2. Head of Key Stage/Assistant Principal Pastoral – Mrs. Anam  

3. Head of Primary/Secondary – Mrs. Leanne/Mr. Tony  

4. Principal – Mr. Ciaran  

5. BBS Board of Governors  

6. ADEK  
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Letter from the Vice Principal/ 

Head of Secondary 

 

Dear Parents, 

Overview: 

Welcome back everyone to a brand new excited and fun packed term and year. We have already com-
pleted our first week of the Spring - “time and tide wait for no man”. There's lots happening this term 
throughout the school and exciting CCP’s as well. I look forward to seeing all of our wonderful students 
excel, achieve and have an incredible experience this term. 

Parents Evening: 

On Tuesday we had an extremely enthusiastic and well turned out Parents Evening. Both parents and 
teachers reported that it was both an informative and  productive evening. We will continue to review 
and evaluate our parental communication processes to provide the best and efficient meetings possible. 
Our next Parental Meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th April 2019. 

 
CCP Provision: 

CCPs is back in full force this  term. We have included new activities such as swimming, kickboxing and 
cricket to name a few. It would be great to see lots of secondary as well as Primary students taking part 
in the many activities on offer. Complete the online form via Engage and sign up for some outstanding 
after school activities. 

 
Uniform: 

Can all parents be reminded of the correct uniform requirements so that all students can start this new 
term fully committed and dressed appropriately for their learning. As the temperature is getting a little 
cooler, Zaks (official BBS uniform supplier) now have Hoodies for Primary students and Fleeces for Sec-
ondary students. Can I  make it clear that Hoodies are only allowed in Primary and they have to be BBS 
branded. Also only branded BBS Fleeces are to be worn in Secondary - no Hoodies allowed in secondary. 
(see the attached sheet for uniform requirements—School Notices) 

 
Have a well earned first week back weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next week. 

 
 
Mr Tony 
Vice Principal/ Head of Secondary 
Belvedere British School 
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Letter from the Director of Studies 

Dear Parents,  
 
I would like to introduce myself as the school’s Director of Studies. Each week we will update you on the latest  British Cur-
riculum developments. The British National Curriculum is a set of subjects and standards used by Primary and Secondary 
schools to ensure students learn the same information. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards students 
should reach in each subject. We start with a basic overview of how the curriculum is created and how we design the BBS 
timetables. 

Key stages The National Curriculum is organised into Key Stages (KS). At the end of each key stage, teachers formally as-
sess each child’s performance. 

 Key Stage 1 – Years 1 and 2 
 

 Key Stage 2 – Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
 

 Key Stage 3 – Years 7, 8 and 9 
 

 Key Stage 4 – Years 10 and 11 
 

 Key Stage 5 – Years 12 and 13 

During Key Stages 1, 2 and 3, all students are taught the same ten compulsory subjects at varying difficulty levels. The rea-
son for this is to allow students to develop their knowledge each year they are engaged in education. 

  

During Key Stage 4 the amount of compulsory subjects are reduced by 50% and the school provides an Options Programme 
of subjects for students to choose to studying in KS4. Options include: The Arts, Design & Technology, The Humanities and 
Modern Foreign Languages.  These curriculum changes occur to encourage students to start thinking about their future 
careers and allow them to plan for their future. 

  

Key Stage 5/Sixth Form is a term used to describe the two years of education for students aged 16-18, within the National 
Curriculum.  Key Stage 5 is also the stage of education where students follow more intense and challenging courses in very 
specific subjects. This stage is the last stage of Secondary education for members of Sixth Form. 

When students successfully complete their A levels they will be able to apply for university. 

Yours Sincerely,  

Paul Davies 
Director of Studies  

English Mathematics Science History Geography 

Art and Design Music 
Physical Education (PE) 

Computing Modern Foreign Languages 

English Mathematics Science 
Computing Physical Education (PE) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Curriculum_(England,_Wales_and_Northern_Ireland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
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Pastoral Message 

 

Dear Parents, 

A big warm welcome to our Term 2. I 

hope you all had wonderful vacations 

with your family and friends. First week 

of term is already over. Just a reminder 

to all our students to follow school rules 

and regulations. Be polite and respect 

each other. We expect all the students to 

attend school regularly and on time. I 

hope we have a very productive Term 2. 

 

 

 

Primary student Council Elections on Tuesday, 

15th January 2019. 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

Anam Zulfiqar 

Assistant Principal Pastoral 

pastoral@belvederebritishschool.com 
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Pastoral Message 

Charity Committee – Term: 1   
 Academic year – 2018-2019 

By the end of term 1, charity committee was able to carry out: a bake sale and a campaign for workers 

in our local community at Abu Dhabi. 

The following are donations we received for the campaign: 

4 boxes of non-perishable items, including- toothpastes, toothbrushes, shampoo, towels, and tis-

sues. 

1 box of books  

3 boxes of clothes and shoes for adults and children 

2 boxes of toys (hard and soft toys) 

The donations have been sorted as above, we will be donating things that are suitable for the workers 

and the remaining amount of donations will be donated to charities in the UAE – Make A Wish and Red 

Crescent. 

We would like to thank everyone- parents, students and teachers of Belvedere British School who 

have helped making this campaign possible. Thank you for helping the parts of our society who are in 

need, we believe that this will not only be meaningful for the students but also create a positive im-

pact for our society.  

 

 

 

 

Sen Sen Li  

Year 11G 
 

Anam Zulfiqar 

Assistant Principal Pastoral 

pastoral@belvederebritishschool.com 
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Pastoral Message 
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Attendance Letter 
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News from Science Department 

The Year 9B2 Boys investigating the motion of everyday 

objects such as toy cars.  

 

 

Mr Pádraig Guiney 
Science Teacher 
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News from Geography (Growth Mindset) 

Students of 10B2 com-

pleted an origami 

challenge this week 

as part of the growth 

mindset programme 

which is being com-

pleted during form 

time. Even Mr. Matt and Ms. Helena got in-

volved! The progression 

to having a growth 

mindset is well under-

way! Well done every-

one.   

Miss Aoife Flynn 
Geography Teacher 
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News from English Department 

BBS PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION! 

Come and join us here at Belvedere on Tuesday  12th February 

2019 at 3pm for our in house competition. 

Competitors from our debating club have been busy preparing 

their speeches on a plethora of topics and are ready to inspire 

you.  

Come along … as you may learn something new.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and show your support – parents welcome. 

 

Mrs. Zoe, Miss Shanice and Ms. Louise 

English Department  


