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    BELVEDERE NEWSLETTER 
08 November 2018 – Edition (190) 

News and Events 

Diary Dates 

 

Week 10 Autumn 

 

Prophet  Muhammad 

Birthday (to be confirmed) 

20 Nov 2018 

 

Science Week 

Starts 25 Nov 2018 

 

3rd 

Parents’ Coffee Morning 

25 Nov 2018 @08:00 

 

2nd BBS Bake Off 

25 Nov 2018  

 

BBS UAE National Day 

Celebration 

28 Nov 2018 

 

Martyr’s Day/

Commemoration Day 

29 Nov 2018 (TBC) 

 

Controlled Assessment 

4-13 Dec 2018 

 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that this newsletter finds you well.  Although I hear from some people 
that they have started to feel the chill of winter I find it to be the most perfect 
time of the year for getting out and about in the warm, but not too hot, days and 
evenings.  Hopefully I will see you around Abu Dhabi with your families, so please 
do say hello if you see me...although if I am playing golf you might not want to 
get in the way of my wayward shots! 

During this week we welcomed Michael Flachbart, who came in to speak to stu-
dents and parents about our proposed Space & Rocketry Academy.  Please see 
the separate presentation information and look out for details of a follow up 
presentation for parents and sign up details for the Academy, which will follow 
very soon.  We also formally initiated our Sixth Form Options process for our 
Year 11s and their parents. It was good to see so many of our students focused 
on their futures and taking careful consideration about the options they have 
available here at Belvedere British School. 

You will have noticed that we requested you to participate in our school survey, 
so please do help us to get a firm idea on what we are doing well and where we 
have to improve.  You may recall that on 27th September I sent you a picture of a 
sad fact of life - that people are usually quicker to give complaints than compli-
ments. I would like to ask all of you who are happy with what we are doing at 
BBS to illustrate that and show your appreciation by completing the survey.  We 
also welcome constructive criticism, so please give us that also. Please also re-
member that all of the staff here are available to receive your comments, ques-
tions and concerns, so if there is something specific you would like help with, or 
would like us to take action on, please do get in touch.   

Our BBS focus value this week has been LOVE.  It should go without saying that 

this is a value that we all need; however, sometimes it can be the most basic hu-

man needs that can be so easily overlooked and taken for granted.  Let’s remind 

ourselves and each other of the importance of Love...after all, apparently it is all 

you need! Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2DvB9BuHGg 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

Ciarán Cunningham-Watson 
Principal 
Belvedere British School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BcDRe7PzwAI
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Letter from School Principal 

 

We strive to provide our students with the highest quality of education and of care, however, we can only ac-
complish this effectively with the continued support of families. We are grateful to receive suggestions from 
families to help us make improvements and feedback in order to address any serious concerns that may arise. 
 
We would like to make the process as easy as possible for a complainant to submit their complaint to us and 
we accept that the process should be simple, impartial, timely, honest and reasonably flexible. We appreciate 
all assistance we receive from you in this way, knowing that we wish to make Belvedere British School a mem-
orable learning environment for your child, and can only do that when any existing problems are brought to 
our attention. We will do all that we can to ensure that complaints are dealt with seriously and respectfully by 
all members of our staff, and we hope that all others will respect this vital procedure equally. 
 
We will record the progress of each complaint from the moment it is brought to our attention, including de-
tails of all actions taken in response to achieve a resolution and the outcomes of those actions. The BBS Ad-
ministration staff will hold these records and parents can be assured that all concerns and complaints will be 
treated seriously and confidentially. 

 All parents are members of the BBS Community and have the right to make a comment or complaint    
 about any services, activities, experiences or the way that they are treated. 

 Staff at school and in other services must listen to parental complaints and let them know the outcome. 

 If any parents have a complaint about any aspect of the school, they should raise it to the attention at 
 the School Reception, so that it is appropriately lodged as a complaint; it would help if they tried to 
 provide a solution too. 

 The Administration Staff will log the complaint and pass it on to the most appropriate person to deal 
 with it in the first instance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The full BBS Complaints Policy, along with all BBS policies, will be made available on Engage very soon.  
 
Ciarán Cunningham-Watson 
Principal 
Belvedere British School 

1. Primary Class Teacher/Secondary Form Teacher  

2. Head of Key Stage/Assistant Principal Pastoral – Mrs. Anam  

3. Head of Primary/Secondary – Mrs. Leanne/Mr. Tony  

4. Principal – Mr. Ciaran  

5. BBS Board of Governors  

6. ADEK  
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 Letter from the Vice Principal/ 
Head of Secondary 

 

Dear Parents, 

It is continuing to be a great second half of the term, our CCPs are going great and stu-
dents are really getting involved in their learning and making brilliant progress. We 
have a very short time remaining with official celebrations this month, so let's keep 
everyone focussed and motivated as best we can until the end of term. 

A level Options Evening: 

On Tuesday 6th November we had our Secondary School A Level Options Evening for 
Year  11 students. This was a brilliant evening where parents and students had the op-
portunity to speak with our outstanding teachers regarding A Levels next year. If you 
missed the evening just let us know and we can try and organise a time for you to 
speak with our teachers. 

Space and Rocketry Academy: 

On Monday 5th November 3.00pm we had a presentation by Mr Michael - from the 
Space and Rocketry Academy. Many parents attended and it was a fascinating presen-
tation. This is a fantastic opportunity for all secondary students to participate in an offi-
cial NASA led rocket workshop programme. The programme will last for 5 weeks over 
consecutive Saturdays with a final day dedicated to actually building a real rocket. It 
will be an incredible experience. Mr Michael will be back in Abu Dhabi very soon and he 
will offer another opportunity to hear him discuss the rocketry programme again.  

Asian Cup Roadshow: 

On Tuesday  13th November we will have an amazing Asian Cup Roadshow. Our stu-
dents will learn football skills and participate in lots of footballing activities. The road-
show is to promote the up and coming world Asian Cup hosted within the UAE. This 
will be a PE kit uniform day. 

 
Have a great weekend. 

Mr Tony 
Vice Principal/ Head of Secondary 
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Letter from the Director of Studies 

Dear Parents,  
 
I would like to introduce myself as the school’s Director of Studies. Each week we will update you on the latest  British Cur-
riculum developments. The British National Curriculum is a set of subjects and standards used by Primary and Secondary 
schools to ensure students learn the same information. It covers what subjects are taught and the standards students 
should reach in each subject. We start with a basic overview of how the curriculum is created and how we design the BBS 
timetables. 

Key stages The National Curriculum is organised into Key Stages (KS). At the end of each key stage, teachers formally as-
sess each child’s performance. 

 Key Stage 1 – Years 1 and 2 
 

 Key Stage 2 – Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
 

 Key Stage 3 – Years 7, 8 and 9 
 

 Key Stage 4 – Years 10 and 11 
 

 Key Stage 5 – Years 12 and 13 

During Key Stages 1, 2 and 3, all students are taught the same ten compulsory subjects at varying difficulty levels. The rea-
son for this is to allow students to develop their knowledge each year they are engaged in education. 

  

During Key Stage 4 the amount of compulsory subjects are reduced by 50% and the school provides an Options Programme 
of subjects for students to choose to studying in KS4. Options include: The Arts, Design & Technology, The Humanities and 
Modern Foreign Languages.  These curriculum changes occur to encourage students to start thinking about their future 
careers and allow them to plan for their future. 

  

Key Stage 5/Sixth Form is a term used to describe the two years of education for students aged 16-18, within the National 
Curriculum.  Key Stage 5 is also the stage of education where students follow more intense and challenging courses in very 
specific subjects. This stage is the last stage of Secondary education for members of Sixth Form. 

When students successfully complete their A levels they will be able to apply for university. 

Yours Sincerely,  

Paul Davies 
Director of Studies  

English Mathematics Science History Geography 

Art and Design Music 
Physical Education (PE) 

Computing Modern Foreign Languages 

English Mathematics Science 
Computing Physical Education (PE) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Curriculum_(England,_Wales_and_Northern_Ireland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science


5 

 

Pastoral Message 

 

Dear Parents, 

Hope you all are doing well and children are having good time learning time in school. Our student 

council team is active and working on different committees within the council  team. with active partic-

ipation of students, this year we are focusing on more Charity work, environment awareness and stop 

the bullying in the school. 

 

School is arranging an inter house football tournament in the school next week. Any student who 

wants to join House Football Team can contact following members. Registrations  for teams  will close 

on Monday 2:00 pm.  

 

  Student In Charge                 Team  

  Bilal Tariq/Zaid Sawan          Wild Cats 

  Osama Sabsabi                  Falcons  

  Hicham Sinno                  Leopards  

  Maxim Tayer                     Kingfishers  

 

 

Mrs Anam Zulfiqar 

Assistant Principal Pastoral 

pastoral@belvederebritishschool.com 



6 

 

Pastoral Message 
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Attendance Letter 
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News from Foreign Language Department 

9B1 Boys proudly point to their current position at the top of 
the Belvedere French speaking league. 

Mr Simon Lock 
French Teacher 
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News from Geography 

Year 9 Students became engineers this week and 
constructed earthquake proof houses! 

Miss Aoife Flynn 
Geography Teacher 
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News from Geography 

Year 11 Geography Students went on a field trip to 
Masdr City this week. They looked at sustainable en-
ergy and also completed a comparative environmen-

tal quality survey between MBZ and Masdr. 

Miss Aoife Flynn 
Geography Teacher 
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Science Experiment 

Mr Jay demonstrated Kidney dissection to year 10 Boys. They understand the vocabulary, 
function and structure of the kidney as part of the excretory system.  

The kidneys remove wastes and extra water from the blood to form urine. Urine flows 
from the kidneys to the bladder through the ureters. The  wastes in your blood come from 

the normal breakdown of active muscle and from the food you eat. Your  body uses the 
food for energy and self- repair.  

Mr Jay La Roche 
Science Teacher 
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Science Practical 

Year 8 learnt how chemical reaction take place and they 
observed some signs of  chemical reaction like gas, color 

and energy changed during the reaction. 

Ms Remya Praveen 
Science Teacher 
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News from Science Department 

Year 9 boys made a simple Electro-
magnets using iron nail, coil of 

wire ,battery and they measured 
how many paper clips the electro-

magnet could pick up.  

Ms Remya Praveen 
Science Teacher 
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News from Science Department 

The Year 10B1 Boys investigating the refraction of light, using 
rectangular blocks, semi-circular blocks and triangular prisms.  

Mr Pádraig Guiney 
Science Teacher 


